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“IT would be unfair for me to
pick one teacher. For me,
three different individuals at
different stagesin my student
life have helped to shape my
personality and my career as
an academic. In elementary

school in Pune, my teacher
MrKulkarni, taught me early

on in life that a teacher does

more than just preach. Even
as small children, he made

L

us participate in every activ-
ity, a form of pedagogy that

| now call,‘immersive learn-
ing’ | remember that he had
to take a lesson on hygiene
and he patiently clipped each
of our nails to show how it is
to be done. He also empha-
sised on good handwriting
and how one's handwriting
reflects one’s personality. He
always seemed so learned
and knowledgeable, it was no
surprise when he became an
ascetic, a few years later.

“In class X, when | was
studying in Modern High
School in Pune, my science
teacher Mr Panchnavikar in-

troduced me to the fascinat- -

ing world of science. His way
of teaching science was most
interesting ‘and unique. He

would explain complex
mathematical and scientific
concepts by weaving them

into an interesting story.The ..

light and object principle in
school was taught to us
through a love story, where
the man was the object

and the woman was the im-
age. As a result, no one ever
forgot or confused the con-
cepts. In a similar manner, he
made weighty topics light by
weaving fictional stories
around them. He would also
take the class for small picnics
and teach us in the open air.
Panchnavikar also taught us
to stand up for ourselves, and
never be afraid. He was more
than just a teacher, he was
our hero,someone we looked
up to.

“Finally, 1t was Professor
Suhas Patankar, a famous
name in the world of Me-
chanical Engineering who in-
spired me to become an aca-
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demician. Patankar’s unique
quality was that besides fol-
lowing textbooks, he incor-
porated new research and
development into his teach-
ing. He wanted his students
to know about the latest in
the field. It was this enthusi-
asm that | associated with re-
search.| realised how exciting
research and " discovering
new things could be. A well-
known magician, he was also
very interested in theatre.
Since | was also very involved
in theatre in college, | could
relate to him more and al-
ways wanted to be like him.”
(Sanjay G Dhande, scien-
tist and director, lIT Kanpur,
was talking to Pallavi Bali)



	Page 1

